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1. The haplochromine cichlid species of Lake Victoria are not as habitat 
restricted as it was previously suggested (This thesis, chapter 2, cf Witte 1984, 
In: Echelle, A.A. & I. Kornfield (eds), Orono Press, Maine, p. 157). 
2. Haplochromine cichlids of Lake Victoria are more plastic in their feeding 
behaviour than previously thought (This thesis, chapters 3 and 4, cf 
Greenwood 1974, Bull. Br. Mus. nat. Hist. (Zool.) Suppl. 6, p. 30). 
3. Stable isotope analysis is a promising tool for trophic characterisation of fish 
species and establishing of dietary sources in aquatic ecosystems (This thesis, 
chapter 5). 
4. Haplochromines are the most preferable prey of Nile perch (This thesis, 
chapter 6).  
5. A decline in Nile perch stock probably promotes a strong resurgence of 
haplochromines, but it seems that only those species that could adapt to the 
changed environmental conditions are thriving. 
6. Taxonomy and evolutionary relationships should be taken into account in 
future studies of cichlid ecology in Lake Victoria, as some of the resurgent 
haplochromines seem to represent a range of intermediate forms that could 
represent hybrids. 
7. Although the resurgence of some haplochromine species along the research 
transect in the northern part of the Mwanza Gulf is likely a lake-wide 
phenomenon and a continuing process, monitoring studies are crucial and 
should include other areas of the lake to prove this. 
8. Comparing the stable carbon and nitrogen isotopic fractions in the diet and 
tissues of fish species from Lake Victoria and satellite lakes could reveal 
dietary differences involved in different ecosystems. 
 
 
9. Administrators, policy makers and managers have a right to ask for the bottom 
line…. and biologists have the right and sometimes the obligation not to give 
an oversimplified misleading answer to such a question. 
10. Everyone is gifted but some people never open their packages. 
